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	Lise Meitner was born in 1878, the third of eight children born into the Meitner family. Her mother, Hedwig Skovaran Meitner, was a talented pianist and musician. At a young age, she was exposed to science and encouraged to learn about it by her father. Physics and music became Lise's two biggest passions in life. Since Viennese education ended for girls when they reached fourteen, Meitner struggled for nine years of her life to get an education. After showing no interest in marriage, she told her father that she planned to support herself by studying physics. Before her father agreed, he made her take enough French classes to teach French.

While teaching French at a girls' high school, in 1901 she enrolled in a university in Vienna and studied physics in her spare time. She began studying radioactivity, not a popular subject, so there was no gender competition. By the time it was popular, Lise and many other females were already experts in this field. At the age of forty-eight, she became the first woman physics professor in Germany.

Lise Meitner was most famous for her discoveries of protactinium and the explanation of fission. Because the Nobel Prize committee did not see the importance of her nuclear fission research until after the war, she did not win a Nobel Prize. But her partner Otto Hann won the 1944 Nobel Prize for Meitner's explanation and the experiments that lead to the use of uranium in the atomic bomb. He never once mentioned her name while taking credit for the Nobel Prize. Most people did not understand the fission of Uranium until the dropping of the atomic bomb on Hiroshima, August 6, 1945. Her work and discoveries are studied in classrooms all over the world today.
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